
 
 

 
Reverend William Oakley was the vicar of 

Tansor, Cotterstock and Fotheringhay from 
1956 to 1974. 

 
He was ordained by the Bishop of 

Wakefield in 1932 and served in Yorkshire 
until the outbreak of WW2 when he 

became a chaplain to the Forces.  He 
was awarded the Military Medal for 

“Acts of gallantry and devotion to duty” 
in 1941. 

 
After the war he was vicar of 

Cloughfold from 1948 – 1952 and 

then the vicar of East Kirkby with 
Minningby and Hagnaby until 1956 

when he moved to 
Northamptonshire.  He retired on 

the 31st August 1974 and his 
retirement was announced in the 

local newspaper. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


